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SUBJECT: SITUATION IN KEREN AND THE WESTERN LOWLANDS 

1 . A EUROPEAN WHO RETURNED PROM KEREN ON FEB 4 REPORTED THAT 
WHILE THERE WERE NUMEROUS ETHIOPIAN TROOPS IN THE CITY, THERE WAS 
LITTLE TENSION AND NO HARRASSMENT OF THE CIVILIAN POPULATION. 
PURTHER, THERE WAS NO VISIBLE EVIDENCE OP DEMORALIZATION AMONG 
THE TROOPS SUCH AS THE HOISTING OP A WHITE PLAG AS WAS SEEN 

IN EARLY JANUARY. HE NOTED THAT SOME OP THE TROOPS ARE BEING 
AIRLIFTED BACK TO ASMARA AS THEIR PRESENCE IS APPARENTLY CAUSING 
AN EXCESSIVE LOGISTICAL BURDEN POR THE AIR PORCE. THE FIGHTING 
AT THE ELABERET ESTATE (22KM ESE OP KEREN) WAS AUDIBLE IN KEREN, 
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AND THERE WAS FIRING IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINITY OP KEREN EVERY 
NIGHT. PART OP THE CO VOY WHICH BROKE THROUGH TO KEREN IN NOVEMBER 
WAS TO TRANSPORT SUPPLIES TO THE EPMG GARRISONS IN THE WESTERN 
LOWLANDS. THESE SUPPLIES HAVE NOW BEEN OPP-LOADED AS THERE APPEARS 
TO BE NO POSSIBILITY THAT THEY CAN BE TRANSPORTED OVERLAND. 

2. THE ETHIOPIAN GARRISONS IN AI COTA AND GOGNI, (60KM AND 30 
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KM RESPECTIVELY WEST OF BARENTU) WERE REPORTEDLY WITHDRAWN TO 
BARENTU IN EARLY FEBRUARY. IN AN OPERATION REMINISCENT OF THE 
ABANDONMENT OF ADI TECLESAN IN LATE NOVEMBER, 1976, IN ADDITION 
TO THE GARRISONS, THE ENTIRE GOVERNMENT BUREAUCRACY WAS EVACUATED 
BY AIR. BEFORE DEPARTING, THE GOVERNMENT STOCKS OF FOOD WERE 
DISTRIBUTED TO THE POPULACE WHO WERE TOLD THAT THE EPMG AUTH- 
ORITIES WOULD NOT BE RETURNING FOR SOME TIME. 

3. COMMENT: THE EVACUATION OF AI COTA AND GOGNI, WHICH WERE 
ORIGINALLY GARRISONED TO SECURE THE ROAD LINK FROM BARENTU TO 
TESSENNEY, WOULD APPEAR TO LEAVE THE EPMG FORCES IN THE TESSENNEY 
AREA IN AN INCREASINGLY PRECARIOUS POSITION. WHILE BARENTU IS 
KNTWN TO BE UNDER SOME PRESSURE FROM INSURGENTS, WE WOULD HAVE 
EXPECTED THE GARRISONS OF THESE TWO TOWNS TO HAVE BEEN TRANS- 
FERRED TO TESSENNEY WHICH HAS APPEARED TO BE IN MUCH MORE IMMEDIATE 
NEED OF REINFORCEMENT. 
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